
and what looks very like wilful perversion of
facts that can be crowded into a dozen editorial
lines, when the writer is handling a strange sub¬
ject (and his encyclopaedia happens to be in the
other room), is absolutely appalling to an intel¬
ligent person. Most people are glad to hide their
ignorance; the average newspaper editor seems to
take a special delight in exhibiting his—unless,
perhaps, as is very likely the case, he is not suffi¬
ciently well informed to know that he is ignorant
of some subjects. We do not mean to say that
the average editor is wilfully ignorant; he is
simply wilfully misinformed as to matters which
are no part of his business. As regards the orac¬

ular utterances of these gentlemen as to what
should be the treatment in certain cases, they are

too silly for discussion.
There is no reason to suppose that there has

been an error in diagnosis in the case. The mi¬
croscopic slides which were examined a few weeks
ago, and from which the diagnosis was partly
confirmed, are still in existence, and we have no

doubt that they would be placed at the temporary
disposal of anyone who doubted the accuracy of
the gentlemen who examined them. If there
was any reason, or anything else than the most
inane silliness in these newspaper editorials, the
medical journals would probably have nothing
to say in regard to them. Or if the writers had
any pretensions to scientific knowledge in any¬
thing connected with medicine, there might be
some excuse for the appearance of these puerile
comments from them. Not very long ago we

heard a prominent newspaper man, an editorial
writer on a widely known daily newspaper, say
that a man had died within seven hours after
being struck in the stomach by a base ball, and that
he died of a rapid form of typhoid fever. Such
men may very properly be said, in many in¬
stances, to belong to the dangerous classes of
society. They are themen who are always ready
to advise doctors in medicine; to tell clergymen
how to preach; to instruct military men in war¬

fare; and public men in diplomacy; and a careful
reading of some of their learned paragraphs often
leads one to think that the only heads in the office
are those which appear at the tops of the columns.

THE AFTER-TREATMENT OF SCARLET FEVER.
Mr. George Smith, of Somerset, England, in

a short note on this subject in a recent number
of the Bristol Medico-Chirurgical Journal, gives a

plan of treatment of the desquamative stage of

scarlet fever which has been quite successful in
his hands, and which might be followed with
good prophylactic results in every case. It is
well known that in this stage there is very great
danger that the disease may be conveyed from a

patient to a healthy person, even several hundred
miles away.
To obviate this danger, he has been in the habit

for several years of having his patients sponged
over the whole surface of the body twice daily.
The sponging is begun, as a rule, about a week
after the appearance of the eruption, and is con-
tinued until the desquamative stage is completed.
The material with which the patient is sponged
is a mixture of one ounce of oatmeal to one pint
of boiling water; this solution should be made
fresh each day, and used while tepid, or at such
a temperature as may be comfortably borne by
the back of the hand. The gluten of the oat¬
meal sticks the scales of the skin to one another
and to the surface of the body, which allows of
their removal without the usual risk of infecting
the atmosphere or clothing; thus greatly lessen¬
ing the risks of spreading the disease. The glu¬
ten also fills the cracks in the new skin and pro¬
tects it from the cold; which diminishes the risk
of the oedema which so frequently follows scar¬

latina.

CHEMISTRY IN THE MEDICAL SCHOOLS.
A recent number of the British Medical Journal

contains an editorial in regard to the dropping
of the study of chemistry from the course in the
medical colleges, claiming that chemistry is not
a branch of science, but a science in itself. It
says, with great truth, that of all the sciences,
chemistry has the greatest application; and that
while it is a science of itself, it has more inti-
mate relations with all other sciences, including
the fine and industrial arts, and the art and
science of healing, than any other branch of
knowledge; that while its relation to medicine is
close, it is at the same time ill-defined; that
while everyone will admit that the medical stu-
dent must know some chemistry, few, if any (of
those who appreciate its value), are satisfied with
the manner in which it is taught in the medical
schools. Our contemporary justly holds that the
attendance upon courses of chemistry during the
first year in the medical college is a waste of
valuable time, and a distraction from other im¬
portant studies.
But this question necessarily involves that of
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